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READING

. Read the article quickly, ignoring difficult
words. Then answer the questions.

1. What problem does the writer describe?
online pollution

What are some of the causes of the problem?
huge amounts of Google searches /

huge amounts of Google searches
virtual-reality game playing
. Read the text again and choose the best
answer according to the text.
1. The infarmation technology industry ... .
a. produces about 2% less CO, than airlines
@ generates a similar amount of greenhouse
gas as airlines do
€. emits 2% maore carbon dioxide than the
airling industry
d. creates much less greenhouse gas than the
airline industry
2. According to Evan Mills, computer data centres .
a. are among the most energy-saving facilities
@ consume a great deal of energy
c. don't need a lot of electricity
d. help Google conserve energy

3. Compared to an electric kettle, a 15-minute
Google search ... .
a. USes more energy
b. creates about two-thirds more CO,
@ produces fewer grams of carbon dioxide
d. generates 10 g more CO,

3. Complete the sentences according to the text.

1. By using e-mail, we're able to save paper, electricity
costs for processing ordinary Jetters and.on the

fuel peeded.to pickup and deliver theme e

online virtual-reality games do over the

iod
3. Biery day, more than 200 milionInternet. .

secarchesaveperformed.... :

. Find words in the text that mean:
1. things that are bought

2. the cause of a problem
{paragraph 3) __culprit__
3. create
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The Environmental Cosis
of Being Online

There's no doubt that the Internet has got environmental
benefits. E-mails, for instance, save on paper, electricity
costs for processing ordinary letters and the fuel needed
to pick up and deliver them. Online purchases mean
fewer car trips to shops. As we increasingly get more
news and music online, energy costs of producing
and transporting newspapers, magazines and CDs are
being reduced. And video-conferencing brings together
people who, a few vears ago, couldn't have met without
travelling long distances.

But online activity itself has definitely got a carbon
footprint. You might be surprised to learnthat, according
to a recent study, the information technology industry
emits approximately 2% of the worlds CO, (carbon
dioxide), creating about the same amount of greenhouse
gases as the global airline industry.

The culprit, of course, is the electricity needed to runthe
hu ge server computers of Google and other data centres,
which are, says researcher Evan Mills, “among the most
energy-intensive facilities imaginable™.

But what does this mean for the average computer user?
Estimates are that every 15 minutes we spend online
performing a Google search or viewing web pages can
generate upto 10 g of CO,. This is about two-thirds of the
amount created by boiling a cup of water in an electric
kettle. And players of online virtual-reality games can
use nearly the same amount of electricity in one vear as
a typical citizen in Brazil uses over the same period.

With more than 200 million Internet searches performed
each day. billions of web pages being viewed and new
online services such as Twitter gaining in popularity,
many scientists believe it's time to find ways to cut down
the Internet’s environmental cost.
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